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to a length of figures that might puzzle Bidder; or,
perhaps, it is a copy of some choice passage from
Hareeree. Did we find the Koran itself in company
we need hardly be surprised.

Tet the Copt is a devout, indeed a superstitious
Christian; only his Christianity, however intense in
belief and copious in rite and symbol, does not greatly
interfere with the general tenor of his practical and
daily life, either for better or for worse. Nor are his
dark-turbaned priests likely to teach him much of
what we should term morality; guileless of it them-
selves,, why or how should they impart it to their
flocks ? A c Coptic marriage' has passed into a proverb ;
enough to say, that certain obliging and temporary
family arrangements, said to prevail among the Abyssi-
nians, are certainly and avowedly current among their
fairer brethren and sisters of Egypt. It would be hard
to suppose that the clergy deny themselves the indul-
gences which they permit or encourage in the laity;
and the multiple precautions which fence in the exacter
celibacy of the Patriarch himself seem to imply the
rareness of the virtue they ensure. The fact is, that
in all respects, dress and ecclesiastical ceremonies ex-
cepted, the clergy and the laity are much alike ; unless
that the former, condemned by the endless Ritual of
Dioscoros to pass nigh half their lives in the mechanical
and unmeaning repetition of words, and thus deprived
of leisure for the studies and pursuits that in some
degree form and instruct the mind of the latter, are
considerably the more ignorant of the two. Even the
Patriarch, when in his ordinary out-of-church dress, and
seated among his town friends on an informal divan,
might, to the unforewarned eye or ear, easily pass for
a respectable landowner or a Cairo tradesman. Nor
probably would his inner man, could we see it, offer